Club Wild

Sidney Opera House
Mutglc and Danca
In thia era of Aus-
(i‘ trajian Idol hoopla,
Andrew Hewitt Is &
J rarity in the muslc
indiusiry. He's play-

ing at the Sydney
Opera House and he dido’
have bto go throogh a TV
competition Lo get Lhere.
Hewitt, 35, 15 p professtonal
drummer. He al=o has cerebral
palay. Today and tomorrow
Hewiltl will perform at Club
Wild, a muske and dance-athon
which celebrates International
Day of Peaple witll a Disability.
The Department ol Ageing,
Disabtity and Homd Care says
one in fve people in Avdstralin
hove o disabiilly and about
AO0,000 people in Anstralla care
for & person with o disability.
Hewllt, who picked up the
drum stlcks ot age 10, cites Led
Zeppelin's John  Bonham,
Deep Purple's Tan Paice and
Def  Leppard’s ohe armed
drummer Rick Allen ns his
inEpirations. He sayve his dis-
ability sometimes glows him
down, but importantly, he
never lets it take over hia T
‘I been o baltle trying Lo
get things right, but you fust
praciise, practize, praciise.”

Beal goes on

he says. One of the bipgest
struggeles e lrying Lo ehange
the public's perception of peo-
ple wWilth disabilities.

‘Tve plarted to gel maore
credibility. For years Ive
strugeled because they Knew
I had OF and didn't wani Lo
know aboul me,” he says.

“I tried to get a pub cover
band going with people with
disabilities but T couldn’t find
anyone in Sydney keen to help
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pall it off. The community hag
this ‘Disability should be put
awny and Eept qulet' cltliude
and I have been working vary
hard against that,"

Far from kceping gquiel.
Hewitt has been featured In
the drumming bible, Modern
Drammer, and s endoraed by
drummuakers DW. He 15 trylog
to put together n DV and
next year is planning school
workshops next year o halp

Andrew bangs drum on prejudice

Accessible art

A book about how people with a
disubility can and do access the
arts — and how much Joy It
brings them — will be launched
in Canborra today,

Making the Journey: Ars and
Dfsability In Auslralla, by Mary

" Hutchison, and funded by the

Federal Government, 15 [ree,
The book is an initiative of
Arls Access Australia (AAA),
the peak body of organisations
workitug townrds greater cultnr-
gl incluston for the one in five
Australians with a disability.
Making the Journey I8 avall-
able from AAA phone 361 6844,
or from the Australls Councll,
1800 226 712 ar 5215 M000,
ELIZABETH FORTESCUE

educste students aboul CP.
Club  Wild, whpsae artistic
director is Phil Heuzenroeder,
will featura disco, Lribal drim.
ming and rock music, provided
by Melbourne producer and
composer MO Akash, DJ Vin-
nie and the BiPolar Bears
with Hewitt on drums,

U Todayand fomomrow, 7.
+20 fcarers free), 9250 7777
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